
Her Majesty The Queen & Prince Philip

Buckingham Palace
London
SW1A IAA

Apr11 2012

Dear Your Majesty the Queen and Prince Philip,

Re: RelayGB 2012

I hope this finds both you well and enjoying the signs of spring and enjoying the start of your jubilee

celebrations. I’m glad you started your tour of the country in Leicester, as it’s a city close to my heart

as I did my degree and PhD at the University there (and they have a very hunky rugby team). I have

very fond memories of my years living there, I hope the residents made you welcome.

I should introduce myself: I’m Vicky Gaibraith, a 39 year young woman, and I am about to undertake

the final leg in the Marathon Relay GB. This is an ambitious challenge that will see several hundred

runners covering over 3,100 miles in 119 non-stop, back-to-back marathons, night and day, in May

2012. I have been raising awareness and funds for brain cancer and more general cancer charities

since my diagnosis with grade 4 glioblastoma, an aggressive form of brain cancer, in October 2010. I

am very pleased to be able to report, that the service I had from the NHS following my diagnosis, has

been utterly fantastic. I had brain surgery, radiotherapy and chemotherapy, aggressive treatment

which took about ten months in total. I am delighted that I have not lost any physical or cognitive

function, and I have been gently returning to work, which is, somewhat ironically, in anti-cancer drug

development. Since my diagnosis, whilst undergoing treatment and being in recovery, I have

organised and taken part in a number of events, personal challenges, and with the help of family and

friends, I have raised over £43K. I undertook my first triathlon whilst on chemotherapy, walked the

West Highland Way, and did a half marathon in Dingle to celebrate the end of my chemotherapy,

getting a ‘Personal Worst” time with this event being four days after the completion of my final cycle

of chemotherapy.

My reason for writing is that the expected route for the last leg of the RelayGB, is hopefully going to

end a Buckingham Palace. This will be my second ever marathon, but my first since my diagnosis. I

am not expecting to get a Personal Best time, and I expect that my running mantra of “looking good,

feeling fine” will be used again and again, as a marathon, even in when at peak fitness is a painful

experience physically and mentally. I hope this marathon will result in my biggest, best ever sense of

achievement. I was wondering, hoping, that you would be able to help us with publicising this event,

by coming out on to your balcony to give us as Royal wave as we finish, and hopefully set a new

World Record. Additionally, if there is any chance that you could run me a bath and make me a cup

to tea to help my recovery, that would be most appreciated. If you want to know anything more

about my journey and fundraising activities don’t hesitate to contact me. I would very much value

your support.

Since my diagnosis, I have been writing, as a means of self administered therapy, which if you are

interested, you can look at i My mantra since diagnosis has been

“Live, Love and Laugh”.

Wishing you the very best for your jubilee year and your future happiness.

I have the honour to be, Madam, Your Majesty’s humble and obedient servant

Vicky Galbraith


